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Announcement of the 2025 Kyoto Prize laureates 
 

The Kyoto Prize 2025 goes to a mathematical engineer, a development biologist, 

and a psychologist.  

 

Kyoto/London, 20th June, 2025. The Inamori Foundation, established in 1984 by Kyocera 

founder Dr Kazuo Inamori, is pleased to announce the laureates of the 2025 Kyoto Prize, an 

international award presented to individuals who have contributed significantly to the scientific, 

cultural, and spiritual betterment of humankind.  

 

Each laureate will receive a diploma, the Kyoto Prize medal (20K gold), and prize money of 

100 million yen (currently approx. €596,500). This year’s Prize goes to the following three 

individuals: Shun-ichi Amari, specially appointed Professor and Mathematical Engineer at 

Teikyo University, Japan and Honorary Science Advisor at RIKEN, Azim Surani, Director of 

Research and Development Biologist at Gurdon Institute and the University of Cambridge, United 

Kingdom, as well as Carol Gilligan, Professor and Psychologist at the New York University, USA.  

 

Kyoto Prize Laureates 2025 

 

Advanced technology: Shun-ichi Amari has conducted pioneering research in artificial 

neural networks and established the field of information geometry, which studies statistical 

models using the techniques of differential geometry, thereby proposing many important 

theories. His contributions to both theory and application, influencing various fields, are of 

major significance. 

 

Basic sciences: Azim Surani demonstrated that both paternal and maternal genomes are 

indispensable for normal mammalian development and subsequently discovered genomic 

imprinting that confers specific modifications and complementary functions to each genome. 

Furthermore, he has played a pioneering role in elucidating its underlying mechanisms, 

thereby making contributions to foundational scientific insights across a broad spectrum of life 

science fields. 

 

Arts and philosophy: Carol Gilligan has critiqued conventional psychological theories for 

narrowing the model of personality development and relegating the “care” perspective—which 

emphasizes human relationships—to a subordinate, gendered status as a feminine moral 

perspective. By envisioning an enmeshment of the “ethic of justice” and “ethic of care,” Gilligan 

has established a new academic foundation to address global issues related to care. 

  



 

Press photos  

 

Shun-ichi Amari 

 

 

Azim Surani 

 

 

Carol Gilligan 

 

Source: Inamori Foundation 



 

 

High resolution images of the Kyoto Prize 2025 laureates are available for download 

by clicking the following link: 

https://spgroup.box.com/s/xl4ebxdm3n47j77cwisitomka5dpl99q  

  

 

 

For more information on Kyocera: uk.kyocera.com  

 

About Kyocera  
Kyocera has been successful in Europe for over 50 years. From its European headquarters in Esslingen am Neckar, KYOCERA 

Europe GmbH operates 28 sites including manufacturing facilities, with products ranging from fine ceramics, electronics, 

automotive, semiconductor and optical components to industrial tools, LCDs, touch solutions, industrial printing components, 

solar systems and consumer goods such as kitchen and office products. 

 

KYOCERA Europe GmbH is a company of the KYOCERA Corporation headquartered in Kyoto/Japan, a world leader in 

semiconductor, industrial and automotive components as well as electronic components, printing and multifunction systems, and 

communications technology. The technology group is one of the world’s most experienced manufacturers of smart energy 

systems, with more than 45 years of industry expertise. The Kyocera Group comprises 288 subsidiaries (31 March 2025). In 

England, Kyocera has a subsidiary in Frimley, KYOCERA Fineceramics Ltd. With around 77,200 employees, Kyocera generated 

net annual sales of around EUR 12.43 billion in the 2024/2025 fiscal year. 

 

Kyocera is ranked 874 on Forbes magazine’s ‘Global 2000’ list for 2024, and ranked as ‘The 100 Most Sustainably Managed 

Companies in the World’ according to the Wall Street Journal. For the second year in a row, Kyocera qualified for the Dow Jones 

Sustainability Index (Asia-Pacific). As well, Kyocera receives a Bronze rating on EcoVadis Sustainability Survey and was 

acknowledged as a ‘Top 100 Global Innovator 2025’ for the ninth time by Clarivate, being one of the world’s leading innovators. 

 

Kyocera also takes an active interest in cultural affairs. The Kyoto Prize, a prominent international award, is presented each year 

by the Inamori Foundation — established by Kyocera founder Dr Kazuo Inamori — to individuals worldwide who have contributed 

significantly to the scientific, cultural, and spiritual betterment of humankind (equivalent to approximately €596,500 per pr ize 

category). 
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